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PAPER #4 – THE RESEARCH PAPER

This final paper assignment of the semester will give you the opportunity to hone your research skills as you establish a context for the greater appreciation of a work of art, architecture, literature, music, film, dance, video, or theatre.  Students are encouraged to select a specific topic that is resonant with their area of interest and field of study.  European Studies majors should pick a Europe work, American Studies majors should pick an American work, Religious Studies majors should pick a work of religious significance, and Liberal Studies majors who plan to be teachers should pick a work that they might incorporate in some way into their future classroom activities.  (I’ll allow great latitude here.)  Regardless of what your major is, you must not select a work that you have already researched or written an essay about in the past.  There are literally millions of cultural artifacts from which to choose; please make sure this assignment gives you the opportunity to learn something new and not just re-hash previous work.
After you select your specific cultural artifact, your job is twofold.  First, explore the biographical background of the person (or people) who created the artifact, with the aim of better understanding the work by understanding more about the person (or people) who created it.  Second, on a broader level, learn about the socio-historical context in which the work was created.  For instance, if we think of a novel as a “creative response” of an author to the world around her, we might learn much by trying to fathom the questions she asked to provoke this particular creative response, and then pondering why she was raising these questions in the first place.  The purpose of the essay is to demonstrate how using research guides us to learn more about the author (or artist or architect or composer or playwright) and the world he lived in, as well as the significant issues, concerns, or aspirations driving him.  This can help us better appreciate the cultural work, and perhaps give us some valuable insight or understanding in the process.

Select a good topic, go out and do your research, then craft your assembled information into a well organized, eloquent paper that speaks to these concerns.  The final paper should follow MLA style, be 10-12 pages long of text, and include parenthetical references with a Works Cited page.  A minimum of eight scholarly reference sources will be expected, including a mixture of primary and secondary sources and a mixture of online and offline sources.  This paper will be worth 20 % of your final grade.  
Some dates to keep in mind:

Assignment date:  Wednesday, April 11
Library Visit:  Monday, April 16
Topic Selection description paragraph deadline:  Wednesday, April 18
Bibliography due:  Monday, April 30
FINAL PAPER DUE:  Wednesday, May 9
